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The Kniola Travel Bureau Records, Series II complement
MSS. 3678 Kniola Travel Bureau Records, 1884-1950 both of which
document the Kniola Travel Bureau established in 1890 by Michael P.
Kniola, a Polish immigrant. Kniola operated the Bureau in the Polish
district called "Warszawa" in Cleveland, Ohio.

KniolaTs family immigrated to New Jersey in 1873 where he
married Mary Skarupska. Kniola arrived in Cleveland in 1880,
worked in the steel mills and then established a grocery store
on Tod (E. 65th) Street in 1886 in which he also sold money orders
and steamship passage. The growth of these latter activities
orompted him to sell out the grocery and operate a full time travel
agency. Restrictions or immigration, war travel limitations, his
growing influence in the community and social demand encouraged him
to supplement the Bureau with insurance and real estate business.
In 1927, Kniola received a medal from the Polish government in
appreciation for his assistance to Polish people in America.
During the 1920s, Kniola gradually turned the business over to his
son Raymond Kniola.

Michael P. Kniola was also extremely active in community affairs,
in organizations such as Polish Falcons Military organization, as
well as church affairs centering about St. Stanislaus Parish,
and in Republican politics where he worked with Senator Theodore
E. Burton.

Expanded biographical information can be obtained from the *
register for MSS. 3678, Knicla Travel Bureau Records, 1884-1950.

•*r *

The Kniola Travel Bureau Records, Series II, 1890-1960.
consist of correspondence,steamship ticket stubs,daily slips,
receipts, legal documents, real estate records, and estate records
relating to KniolaTs travel bureau, legal and civic duties, his
involvement in Polish organizations, and personal activities.
Material is also available on his son Raymond Kniola representing
his political and real estate activities. Most of the non-financial
records are in Polish. The records are arranged in six series.

Series I. Correspondence, is divided into three subseries,
each arranged chronologically: Personal Correspondence, (primarily
in Polish); Business Correspondence, (partially in Polish):
and Polish Business Correspondence. Where correspondence in these
subseries is united by a common theme, some inconsistencies in
chronological arrangement occur.
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Series II, Business/Financial Records, consist of steamship
ticket stubs, passenger receipts, money order menorandum books and
receipts, postal receipts, daily slips (representing the totals of
individual daily expenditures), income tax returns and loan notes.
These subseries are arranged chronologically except for the steamship
stubs which are chronological within an alphabetical arrangement
by conipany name .

Series III, Real Estate records of Michael P. Kniola and his
wife, Mary, consists of legal and financial documents for properties
in Ohip (Cleveland, Elyria, Oberlin) , and New Jersey; and material
relative to Kniola' s activities as an agent for several real estate
corporations .

Series IV, Legal/Civic Activities, consists of three subseries:
Estate records in which Kniola served as administrator (arranged
alphabetically); Legal documents forms (in Polish); and Organizational
records consisting of correspondence, rules and regulations, membership
records, account and bank books relating primarily to the Polish
Falcons.

Series V, Personal and Miscellaneous Records, consists of
personal and family documents, travel folders and tickets, and
material on other Kniola family members.

Series VI, Raymond Kniola records, includes scrapbooks on
his Garfield Heights (Ohio) mayoral campaign and other political
matters and real estate records.

The Knicla Travel Bureau Records, Series II, complement MSS.
3678, Knicla Travel Bureau Records, 1884-1950. Of the Travel
Bureau itself, the steamship ticket stubs, money order receipts and
postal receipts provide genealogical, statistical and financial
information about Polish immigrants in the Cleveland area. Acting
as an intermediary for Cleveland Poles and their relatives in
Poland, Kniola arranged travel papers, steamship passage,
naturalization and labor matters. Ke acquired ticket refunds and
overdue wages and handles the financial affairs of his fellow Poles.

^
Portions of the collection relating to Kniola' s involvement in

civic Affairs include information en St. Stanislaus and St. Hedwig
Parishes, The Harmonia Chopin Singing Society, Woodsmen of the
World, Warsaw Camp, and especially the^Polish Falcons Alliance of
America, Nest 141 (Soko'l Polski "Jednosc", Gniazdo, Sokolow Polskich
w Americe) . The majority of the organizational records document
the activities of the Sckol Polski in local parades, conventions,
the unveiling, of the Kosciuszko Monument in Wade Park, and its
relations with the Detriot Kosciuszko Regiment and other Polish
paramilitary bodies.

'•'•he real estate records relate to Kniola's work in
Elyria, and Oberlin, Ohio and in Woodland Township, New Brunswick,
New Jersey and his activity as an agent Tor the Cleveland
Realization Company; Garfield Park (Heights) Company; Cberlin
Avenue Realty Company; Rushclrr.e ^ealty Company; and suburban
Estates Ccmnanv.



Other portions of the collection relate to political matte. 's,
particularly to Kn:ola'~ staunch support of Republican politics and
Senator Theodore E. Burton, and his service as an alternate to the
1916 Republican National Convention in Chicago. Other materials
relate to his work with the Probate Court, and as an estate administra-
to and his le-^al sercices for Cleveland Poles.

g the family correspondence is a body of letters from his
nephew, Marc in Kniola, in Poland which detail family information, and
provide some information on living conditions in Poland.

Some photographs have been removed to the photograph and print
collection, others have been retained because of their nertinance to
accompanying documentation.

Provenance : Donated to the Western Reserve Historical Society
by Mr. and Mrs. Benjamin Flowers in 1P?0.
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