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Some of the events in the early years of our church.

Compiled by Reverend John C. Blackman with the assistance of many mem-
bers remembering those early years.

1850-1855 . . . Coming of Welsh families to Newburg area.

1853 Rolling Mill established by David I. Jones and his brother, John
Jones. This mill developed into American Steel & Wire Co.

1857 Thomas D. Jones and George M. Jones, lately from Wales to
Niles, Ohio, arrived in Newburgh, and started a Sunday School
with 13 pupils, in home of Robert Edwards: George M. Jones,
superintendent, Thos. D. Jones, songleader. Cottage prayer
meetings began.

1858 Interest in having a church led to its organization at the home of
William Jones on Harvard St., with fifteen charter members, as
follows in the order of their coming:
Thomas D. Jones David I. Jones William Jones
George M. Jones Mrs. Methuselah Evans Mrs. Wm. Jones
Evan Jones Mrs. Elias Bassett Mrs. Morgan Howells
David Llewellyn Mrs. John Rowland Mrs. David I. Jones
Morgan Howells Mrs. David Llewellyn Mrs. David Evans

I860 Erection of first church building on Wales St. Rapid growth of
membership and church influence.

1858-1864 . . . George M. Jones, one of the first deacons, not then ordained,
served as spiritual leader, assisted in the pulpit by many visit-
ing ministers.

1864 Church calls William Watkins, just graduated from Marietta Col-
lege, southern Ohio. He was ordained at Wales St. Church,
July 3, 1864.

1876 Dedication of present building on Jones Rd.

1886 Rev. W. P. Edwards, pastor of the church for seven years,
passed away suddenly. The church erected a monument in
Harvard Grove Cemetery in his memory, and placed marble
slab on church wall in recognition of his life and work.

1901 Dedication of memorial windows.

1909 Unveiling of portrait of Thomas D. Jones, deacon 1858-1909.

1913 Building of Annex, adding two rooms to church.

1928 Installation of Lyon & Healy Pipe Organ.

1958 Purchase of Baldwin Electronic Organ.
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From 1850 to 1855 the records of old Newburgh take note of the coming

of Welsh families into the area. Among these were two brothers, David I. Jones

and John Jones. Being men of vision and courage, they set about establishing the

American Rolling Mill Co. in 1853, which later developed into the American Steel

& Wire Co.

Welsh laborers were recruited for the work in the mills. Bringing with them

the rich religious heritage of their native country they were at once concerned to

continue the culture of their faith. Accordingly, they would gather together in their

homes to sing the Welsh hymns, and hold prayer meetings.

These interests were given impetus with the arrival of Thomas D. Jones and

George M. Jones, who had shortly come from Wales to Niles, Ohio, and were

making their home in Newburgh. These men were leaders in starting a Sunday

School in 1857 in the home of Robert Edwards on Broadway with thirteen pupils

enrolled. George M. Jones acted as Superintendent and Thomas D. Jones led

the singing.

It is felt that the dynamic behind this initial religious effort was the cottage

prayer meetings which were deepening in their interest and power. Like the Pil-

grims of Plymouth these devout souls were concerned to have a church, and so it

came about that in 1858 in the home of William Jones on Harvard St. a Welsh

Congregational Church was started with fifteen charter members. The Rev. D.

Davies (Dewi Emlyn) acted as Moderator, and George M. Jones as scribe.

Thomas D. Jones and William Jones were elected the first deacons, and George

M. Jones as the first secretary of the new organization. It was unanimously

decided to follow the polity of the Congregational Churches. Meetings were held

for about two years in the home of Deacon Thomas D. Jones. With more Welsh
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people coming to the area and with church interest growing, larger quarters were

beginning to be necessary. Sensing this Esquire Hamilton, father of Judge Hamilton,

offered a lot on Wales St. where a structure was built and occupied in June 1860,

although it had neither door nor window. However, by September 1860 the

building was completed and dedicated. This edifice continued to be the church's

home until the erection of the present structure in 1876.

During these first six years, Deacon George M. Jones had charge of the

services and did much of the preaching, although not ordained until 1863 at

Ironton, Ohio. However, many visiting ministers assisted in conducting services,

among whom was Rev. R. Richards.

In 1864 a call was extended to William Watkins, who had graduated from

Marietta College in Ohio. He accepted the call and ordination services were held

in the church in July 1864. Church interest increased, so that in 1866 is was

necessary to build an addition to the Wales St. edifice. Two other ministers

served the church until the coming of the Rev. John Jones under whose pastorate

the church structure on Jones Ave.? later called Jones Rd., was built in 1876.

Because it was dedicated on the hundredth anniversary of the Declaration of

Independence of our country it was called Centennial Welsh Congregational Church,

which is the name cut on the stone tablet on the front of the building at the peak

of the cornice of the roof.

The contractor for the construction of the church edifice at 8000 Jones Rd.

was Deacon Samuel Evans, the father of Mrs. Evan Mathews, whose grandfather

made the pews. The contract was for $8,700, for which the members had raised

$1,200. The church gratefully remembers that David I. Jones and John J. Jones

came forward to pay the balance, so that the building was dedicated free of debt.

Another item of special interest to every worshipper is the fact that the church

has always been free from the echo which has harassed some of the largest struc-

tures. This problem was solved through the suggestion of one William Hughes,
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a mason from Wales, who gave the suggestion that a dead air space be left between

the inside and outside walls. This was followed and as a result the church has

excellent acoustics.

Following the Civil War the church shared with the community many diffi-

culties, but notwithstanding them the membership grew and the influence expanded

in the religious and social life of the area. Indeed, "it had come to the kingdom

for such a time as this."

It is worthy of note and reflection that during this span of fifty years the

prayer meeting was a major and vital part of the church's life. The sessions were

held on Monday evening, following a full Sunday schedule. And it is said there

were scarcely ever any empty seats. Sometimes these meetings would continue for

even two weeks. So many of the members were prepared and capable that it was

not necessary during even two weeks to call twice on the same person to lead in

prayer. With spiritual power thus generated one can understand why this period

was one of heartening growth and helpfulness,

One pastor, the Rev. W. P. Edwards, died suddenly after having served the

church for seven years. The church erected a monument to his memory in Harvard

Grove Cemetery, and placed a marble tablet on the south wall of the sanctuary in

recognition of his life and work.

With respect to gifts and properties, records show that the Memorial Windows

were dedicated in 1901. In 1909 occurred the unveiling of the portrait of Thomas

D. Jones, deacon 1858-1909. In 1912 the clock in the sanctuary was presented

by J. H. Francis in memory of his mother. About the same time the offering plates

were given by Mrs. Thomas D. Thomas in memory of her husband, Thomas D.

Thomas. Later the choir platform was built by Benjamin Thomas. The church

annex, adding two rooms to the building, was constructed in 1913 at a cost of

$1,825, during the pastorate of Dr. J. Vincent Jones, who was active in the

project, contributing skill and strength. In 1937 the Glencoe Class gave the



Communion Set, and in 1939 the carpet. In 1941 Thomas D. Griffiths and Mrs.

William Young gave the Pulpit Chairs in memory of their parents. In 1956 a group

from the Frenn Class gave many work hours to the painting of the exterior of the

building and much of the interior. This extensive renovation stirred normal pride

among the members and lifted their interest and morale.

Before the turn of the century the church was fortunate to have a small pipe

organ. Its operation required not only a pumper, but a superintendent of a corps

of persons who could be secured and supervised to perform this service. The late

Judge Blythin, later serving as church clerk, was superintendent of pumpers for

a period. Near the close of 1928 a used Lyon & Healy Pipe Organ was secured

for $1,550. Early in 1958 the church purchased a completely renewed Baldwin

Electronic Organ at a cost of $2,409. In view of the bequest of the late T. B.

Llewellyn, a devouted worker with young people earlier in the century, it was voted

that the organ be dedicated to his memory.

Among the deacons who carried on during the first fifty years and into the

second, three who served exceptional terms were Thomas D. Jones, 1858-1909,

Richard Thomas, 1872-1925, and Jonadad Thomas, 1873-1923. During the past

half century three others have established faithful and high records. Their names

are William W. Jones, Evan L. Mathews, and Llewelyn Daniels, the latter having

served since 1916.

Time would fail to tell of all who have served in the many organizations

within the fellowship. Each has its particular place and honor. However, one

should not overlook the Chairmen of the Board of Trustees, who have been

stewards of the church's material interests. Since 1895 the names are Daniel D.

Jones, J. F. Griffiths, W. E. Mathews, Alfred C. Jones, David Owen, Myron R.

Lewis, Thomas H. Morgan, and Harold W. Maurer. These with their associates

have given a good account of their stewardship. "Others have labored and we

have entered into their labors."
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REV. JOHN C. B L A C K M A N MRS. JOHN C. BLACKMAN

Reverend John C. Blackman served our church as stated supply from 1951
to 1952. The members of Jones Road Church in 1952 extended the call to
Reverend J. C. Blackman and he accepted. Our heartfelt warmth and gratitude is
extended to Reverend and Mrs. Blackman and wish them the best of health and
many continued years of success.

o /-
1858-1863 Supplied by Deacons and Visiting Ministers
1864-1866 Rev. W. Watkins
1867-1870 Rev. John E. Jones
1871-1874 Rev. Win. Lewis
1875-1878 Rev. John Jones
1879-1886 Rev. W. P. Edwards
1888-1889 Rev. E. R. Bowen
1891-1892 Rev. J. Vinson Stephens
1895-1898 Rev. T. Henry Jones
1900-1908 Rev. W. O. Jones
1909-1914 Rev. J. Vincent Jones, D.D.
1915-1919 Rev. John Roberts
1920-1922 Rev. Isaac T. Williams
1923-1927 Rev. John Roberts
1928-1935 Rev. J. Glannant Morgan, D.D.
1935-1936 — Stated Supply Dr. W. F. Dickens Lewis
1936-1944 Rev. John Roberts
1945-1946 Rev. James W. Reeder
1948-1951 Rev. Edwin A. Ralph, D.D.
1952- Rev. John C. Blackman
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SUNDAY SCHOOL
GUEST SPEAKER
HYMN
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SUNDAY, MAY 4th, 1958
9:00 a.m.

Miss Jennie M. Doidge

SUNDAY M O R N I N G SERVICE May 4lh, 1958
ORGAN P R E L U D E — "Jesu, Joy of Man's Desiring". J. S. Bach
D I V I N E WORSHIP . . .11:00 a.m.
GUEST PREACHER . Reverend James D. Stinehelfer, Jr.

Associate Superintendent of The Ohio Conference of
Congregational Christian Churches

TOPIC . . . . The Reward of a Century

ConqtatuLitioni to the following for f a i t h f u l service in working the plans and
details of this, our 100th Anniversary.

General Committee Chairman
Executive Committee Chairman
Secretary
Treasurer .

Llewelyn Daniels
. . Garfield Evans

Eleanor Evans
Gladys Griffiths

Reverend J. C. Blackman

Reverend J. C. Blackman

R. W. Skillicorn

Beulah Maurer

Charles Addis

Miriam Bailey

Margaret Addis

T. H. Morgan

COMMITTEES
Pulpit

History
Llewelyn Daniels

Music

Invitations
Ethel Skillicorn Dorothie Bohland

Programs
Ivor Mathias

Patrons

Llewelyn Daniels

Dorothie Bohland

William Griffiths

Hugh Murray

Merle Dopson

Ivor Mathias

Elizabeth Dobson

Myron Lewis

Dinner
Margaret Owens Margaret Thrush

Publicity
Harold Maurer

Dinner Reservations
Ethel Skillicorn

Decorations
Beulah Maurer

Thanks to everyone for making our 100th Anniversary a memorable success.
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SUNDAY EVENING — M A Y 4th, 1958 — 7:30 p.m.

GYMANFA GANU

Sacred Song Festival

Chairman — DR. W. P. EDMUNDS

Conductor — PROFESSOR WM. ALBERT HUGHES

Organist — HAYDEN L. MATHEWS

Pianist— MRS. JOHN ROBERTS

PROGRAM

Organ Prelude — Prelude in Lemmens
Hay den L. Mathews

Call to Order .......................................... Llewelyn Daniels
" America" .................................. Led by Robert W. Skillicorn
Invocation ................................. Reverend John C. Blackman
Introduction of Chairman .............................. Llewelyn Daniels
Introduction of Conductor ............................ Dr. W. P. Edmunds
Congregational Singing ................ Professor Wm. Albert Hughes, directing
Remarks by Chairman
Congregational Singing
Announcements and Offering
Offertory Prayer .............................. Reverend John C. Blackman
Congregational Singing ....................... Professor Wm. Albert Hughes
Selections by Cambrian Male Chorus

(Assisted by Mrs. John Roberts, pianist)
Congregational Singing
Hen Wlad Fy Nhadau
Closing Hymn .......... "God Be With You Till We Meet Again"
Benediction . . . . Reverend John C. Blackman

Adjournment to Sunday School Auditorium for
Tea and Social Hour
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WEDNESDAY EVENING — MAY 7th, 1958 — 5 p.m. to 6:30 p.m.

MENU
Marvelous Salmon Salad

Lime Cottage Cheese Salad Molded Cabbage Salad
Diamond Spring Salad Waldorf Salad

Fresh Green Beans Harvard Beets Buttered Carrots
Parsley Buttered Potatoes

Roast Beef Faggots Chicken
Rolls Relishes

Birthday Cake Ice Cream
Tea Coffee Milk

Invocation: Reverend James W. Reeder

Cake Cutting Ceremony:
Reverend J. Vincent Jones, D.D. Reverend John C. Blackman

Immediately following the dinner everyone please proceed to the church,

Organ Recital Hayden L. Mathews 6:30-7:30

PROGRAM — 7:30 p.m.
Chairman: Reverend John C. Blackman

Organ Prelude — Meditation LeFebure
Hayden L. Mathews

Hymn No. 220 — "Faith of Our Fathers" Verses 1-2-5

Duet by Leonard E. Crowle and Walter G. Thomas Selected

Guests:
Reverend J. Vincent Jones, D.D. Reverend B. Bruce Whittemore
Reverend P W Macauley D D Representing Cleveland Church Federation

Reverend Herbert J. Wilson Reverend James W. Reeder
(Miles Avenue Christian Church) (Grace Congregational Church)

Representing South End Ministers Association Honorable William R. Hopkins

Closing Hymn 345 — "America" Verses 1-3-4
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SUNDAY MORNING— MAY llth, 1958

SUNDAY SCHOOL 9:00 a.m.

GUEST SPEAKER Reverend Erston M. Butterfield

HYMN

FELLOWSHIP HOUR

SUNDAY MORNING SERVICE . . . .May l l th, 1958

ORGAN PRELUDE — Chorale Kreckel
Hayden L. Mathews

DIVINE WORSHIP 11:00 a.m.

GUEST MINISTER Reverend Erston M. Butterfield
Minister and Secretary of the Cleveland Congregational Union

TOPIC "Our Blessed Heritage"

COMMUNION AND REDED1CATION SERVICE
Reverend John C. Blackman, Pastor

SUNDAY AFTERNOON — MAY l l t h , 1958

WELSH PREACHING SERVICE 4:30 p.m.

ORGAN PRELUDE — De Profundis Phillips
Hayden L. Mathews

•
CONDUCTED BY Reverend J. Vincent Jones, D.D.

Tea — following service.



LLEWELYN DANIELS
Chairman of Board of Deacons

Mr. Daniels consecrated endeavors in sup-
pulying the pulpit and keeping invaluable rec-
ords of all the spiritual needs of our church
over the years as church clerk from 1923, has
built an enviable record for years of service.

DEACONS
Charles B. Addis Garfield Evans
Ivor Mathias William J, Griffiths

Mr. D. T. Davies (Honorary Deacon)

DEACONESSES
Mrs. Ethel Skillicorn Mrs. Beulah Maurer

HAROLD MAURER
Chairman of Board of Trustees

Mr. Maurer's service to the church has been
a very outstanding feature. His untiring efforts
have been most complimentary to the churches
physical upkeep.

TRUSTEES

Myron R. Lewis
Mrs. Dorothie Bohland
T. H. Morgan

Hugh Murray
Merle K. Dopson

R. W. Skillicorn

OFFICERS AND COMMITTEES

Assistant Clerk

Treasurer

Financial Secretary.

Music Committee

Chief Ushers .

Assistant Ushers

Sunday School Superintendent

Assistant Superintendents

Mrs. Beulah Maurer

Mrs. Gladys Griffiths

Mrs. Beulah Maurer

R. W. Skillicorn, T. H. Morgan, Mrs. Ethel Skillicorn

Ivor Mathias, Garfield Evans

William J. Griffiths, Wayne Davis, Charles B. Addis

Mrs. Beulah Maurer

Miss Joann James and Merle K. Dopson



Mrs. B. F. Addis
Mr. and Mrs. Chas. B. Addis
Mr. and Mrs. Jack L. Addis and Family
Mr. and Mrs. William Allsopp
Miss Anne Aurelius
Mr. and Mrs. Stewart Bailey
Mr. and Mrs. Earl W. Bauman
Mr. and Mrs. William Bauman
Miss Carol Ann Bauman
Mr. and Mrs. Elmer Bell
Mr. and Mrs. John Beynon
Mr. Ben Bidder
Rev. and Mrs. John C. Blackman
Mr. and Mrs. Herbert F. Bohland
Mr. and Mrs. Roland Booth
Mrs. Jane Brewer
Mr. and Mrs. George Brewer
Miss Cora Burbank
Mr. and Mrs. Julius Carmichael
Miss Ora M. Carmichael
Mr. and Mrs. Ivan demons
Mrs. Edward F. Cloonan
Mrs. Mayme Cowles
Mr. and Mrs. A. R. Curphey
Mr. and Mrs. Llewelyn Daniels
Mr. and Mrs. A. M. Davies
Mr. and Mrs. Arthur S. Davies
Miss Blodwen Davies
Mr. and Mrs. David J. Davies (Pittsburgh, Pa.
Mr. and Mrs. D. T. Spencer Davies
Mrs. George R. Davies
Mr. Isaac R. Davies
Mr. Joseph M. Davies
Mr. and Mrs. Clarence Davis
Miss Eleanor V. Davis
Mrs. Luther Davis
Mr. W. Wayne Davis
Mr. M. K. DeWitt
Mr. S. G. DeWitt
Mr. and Mrs. Roy J. Dobson
Dr. and Mrs. W. P. Edmunds
Miss Eleanor Mary Evans
Mr. and Mrs. Garfield Evans
Mr. and Mrs. Silyn D. Evans
Mr. and Mrs. Robt. M. Facey
Mrs. Ruth Fathauer
Mr. and Mrs. Vaughn Foster
Mr. and Mrs. Howard Fox
Mr. and Mrs. Andrew F. Gerber
Mr. and Mrs. Edgar S. George
Mr. and Mrs. William J. Griffiths, Jr.
Mrs. Ann Harnett
Mrs. M. W. Hasenpflug
Mr. and Mrs. John Huber
Mr. and Mrs. Jay Hudson
Mrs. Pearl Hutchinson
Mr. and Mrs. Harry Ingram
Miss Betty James
Mr. Samuel J. James
Mr. and Mrs. Trevor R. Johns and Ronald
Mrs. David I. Jones

Mr. and Mrs. J. Ivor Jones
Jones Road Church Men's Group
Mr. and Mrs. Edwin Kelly
Mr. and Mrs. Harold E. Lewis
Mr. and Mrs. Myron R. Lewis
Miss Ida J. Lewis
Miss Kathryne Lewis
Miss Marilyn Lewis
Mrs. Elizabeth Lippincott
Miss Ruth Lodwick
Mr. and Mrs. Henry Lukwinski
Mrs. Jane B. Lutz
Mr. John Lutz
Mrs. Hannah Mann
Mr. and Mrs. Leslie Manuel
Mr. and Mrs. Norman Martin
Mr. and Mrs. Corner Mathias
Mr. and Mrs. Ivor Mathias
Mr. and Mrs. Trevor Mathias
Mr. and Mrs. Harold W. Maurer
Mr. Alexander Menzies
Mr. and Mrs. Lewis Morgan
Mr. and Mrs. T. H. Morgan
Mrs. Myrtle Napper
Mrs. Thomas H. Newey (Niles, Ohio)
Mr. and Mrs. E. W. Nichols
Mrs. K. Oscar
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen W. Oscar

) Mrs. Virginia Oscar
Mr. and Mrs. David Owen
Mrs. Phyllis Pfundstein
Miss Jessie M. Roberts
Mr. and Mrs. John G. Roberts
Mrs. Mildred Davies Robertson
Mr. and Mrs. H. W. Roche
Mr. and Mrs. A. B. Rosenberger
Mr. and Mrs. Lynn Russell
Mrs. Margaret Sahle
Mrs. Margaret Keary Sams
Mr. andMrs. R. W. Skillicorn
Mr. and Mrs. Walter Schroeder
Mr. and Mrs. Walter Schultz, Jr.
Miss Bessie Thomas
Mr. Haydn A. Thomas
Mr. and Mrs. Chas. W. Thomas
Mrs. Jennie Thomas
Mr. and Mrs. John A. Thomas
Mrs. Sam Thomas
Mr. and Mrs. Gilbert Thrush
Mr. and Mrs. George Wark
Mrs. E. S. Walters
Mrs. Harry Warriner
Mrs. Bessie West
Mr. and Mrs. Myron West
West Cleveland Welsh Club
Mrs. Myfanwy Wickett
Mrs. Alice Williams
Mrs. Catherine Williams
Mr. and Mrs. J. B. Williams
Mr. and Mrs. Ivor Williamson



BUSINESS PATRONS

Chas, Addis Sign Co.
The Great Atlantic & Pacific Tea Co.
The Broadway Buick Sales & Service, Inc.
John Broski's Food Market
Dr. W. C. Davis
The Fisher Bros. Co.
Foodtown Super Markets
The J. L. Goodman Furniture Co.

The Kroger Company
David I. Jones Funeral Home
Thomas J. Lipton, Inc.
The Meyer Dairy Products Co.
Mutch & Borges Hardware
Pick-N-Pay Super Markets, Inc.
Sealtest Dairy Products
Thomas Funeral Home
Dr. G. A. Wilson
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JEWELS

Billy Aplin
Donna Aplin
Ruth Apl in
Earl William Bauman, Jr.
Gayle L. Bise
Janet L. Bise
Mardel l L. Bise
Ph i l l y s L. Bise
Robert D. Evans
Don Michael Foster
William John Griffiths III

Bobbie Jones
Cathie Johns
Henry Lukwinski, Jr.
David William Mathias
James Gregory Mathias
Margaret Diane Mathias
Miriam May Mathias
Thomas Ivor Mathias
Debbie Orrsman
Cathy Ann Strojin
Richard Gilbert Thrush
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Mr. Benjamin F. Addis
Mrs. Alice E. Addis
Mr. and Mrs. Ebenzer Beynon
Mr. and Mrs. George T. Bishop
Mr. and Mrs. John Clark Blackmail
Judge Edward Blythin
Mr. and Mrs. Benjamin E. Davies
Mr. Benjamin M. Boodey
Mrs. Elizabeth Jones Davies
Mr. and Mrs. David Evans Davies
Mr. George R. Davies
Mr. and Mrs. John D. Davies
Mrs. Joseph Davies
Mr. and Mrs. Rowland Davies
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas W. Davies
Mr. Luther Davis
Mrs. Margaret Davis
Mrs. Gladys Griffiths Dively
Mr. and Mrs. David H. Evans
Mr. and Mrs. Walter E. Fearis
Mrs. Ella Foster
Miss Mary Foster
Mr. and Mrs. David G. George
Mr. and Mrs. David D. Griffiths
Mr. Thomas D. Griffiths
Mr. and Mrs. William J. Griffiths
Miss Miriam T. Holmes
Rev. and Mrs. William T. Holmes

Dr. George W. Hopkins
Mrs. Eith James
Mrs. Hannah James
Mr. Samuel J. James, Jr.
Miss Annie Jones
Mr. and Mrs. David Jones
Mr. and Mrs. John W. Jones
Mrs. Mary Jones
Mr. and Mrs. William O. Lea
Mr. and Mrs. John D. Lewis
Mr. and Mrs. William D. Lewis
Mr. and Mrs. William J. Lewis
Mrs. Mary A. Llewellyn
Mrs. Elizabeth Lodwick
Mr. John B. Mann
Mrs. Celia M. Menzies
Mr. William H. Morgan
Mrs. Mary Morris
Mr. and Mrs. William Rankin
Rev. and Mrs. John Roberts
Mr. and Mrs. Benjamin Thomas
Mr. John P. Thomas
Mr. Richard Thomas
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Thomas
Mr. Ernest S. Walters
Mrs. Alice Davis Wiegand
Mr. and Mrs. John Wilbraham
Mrs. Frank Wolocheck


